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Exercise Wisdom When You Spend

Week 9

It is saddening when I consider how caught up in worldly wealth we, as a society, have become.  The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy: “If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.” (1 Tim. 6:8).  My! How far we have come from that truth. 

Today contentment is measured in quantity rather than quality.  It is counted in big screen TVs, too large homes, padded investment accounts, and each person’s definition of “toys”.  We have fooled ourselves into thinking: “If I just had 
           , then I would be satisfied.”  If only “stuff” had as much power and value as we deceive ourselves into believing.  The Bible says, it shouldn’t!  

The Crown Financial materials this week defined contentment as: Knowing (what God requires of us in handling money and possessions) + Doing (those requirements) + Trusting (God to provide exactly what He knows is best) = Contentment.  Nothing more. Nothing less.  In fact, the study suggested that so much of our discontentment comes from trying to keep up with others around us.  Fortunately, the Bible covers that as well: “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house …” (Exodus 20:17)

An in-depth study of this lesson addresses the value of prayerfully considering our purchases as stewards of God’s gifts to us.  It spoke of the blessings and dangers of prosperity in a Christian’s walk with Christ.  And, at the heart of this lesson was the gentle reminder that God loves us and wants us to be content.  He created us to obey His commands. And He promised to meet all our needs.  



What does the Bible say about finding true contentment?

1. The Bible does not say that you must impoverish yourself to truly be content.  On the contrary, God wants us live for Him and to prosper. 

The Lord … delights in the prosperity of His servant.  Psalm 35:27

2. The Bible acknowledges the rewards of a simple life.  

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you, so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need.



1 Thessalonians 4:11-12

3. The Bible says it is all right to enjoy prosperity when you acknowledge your role as steward of God’s blessings and have chosen to follow His commandments.

Everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with gratitude.

1 Timothy 4:4

I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity; in that I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments … that the Lord your God may bless you.
Deuteronomy 30:15-16

4. When choosing to spend God’s money, remember this promise from the One who entrusted you with it:

Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.”           Hebrews 13:5


I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity. … I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.	Philippians 4:11-13





Additional Scripture Passages:


Heb. 11:36-40; Josh.1:8; Job 1:8-21; Gen. 37:23-28, 39:7-20; Psalm 37:1-2, 73:1-20; 2 Cor. 11:23-27; Mat. 18: 15-17, 22:17-21; Rom. 12:2, 16, 13:1-7; James 2:1-9; Phil. 2:3; Acts 4:32-37; Deut. 6:6-7; Prov. 22:6; Eph. 5:3-5, 6:4; 2 Tim. 2:3-4; 


Ecc. 12:8; Mark 8:36; 3 John 2; Jer, 12:1; 1 Cor. 6:1-7, 11:1; Luke 20:22-25;








