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Work Diligently As Unto The Lord

Week 7

From the beginning, God created us to be diligent, faithful workers in the world.  And our employer, our boss, the true recipient of all of our efforts, is God.  He is the one we serve.
Many mistakenly believe that work and all of the frustrations that come along with it are the result of Adam and Eve’s sin.  In fact, from the day Adam was created, God put him to work.  Genesis 2:15 says, “The Lord God took the man and put him into the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.”
God created work for our benefit.  I know: overtime, pay cuts, demanding employers, difficult co-workers.  Big benefits, right?  Seriously, when we remember that God is in control, that all we have, are, and do, is for His honor, we can begin to see how work is our opportunity to please God and receive His blessing.
The Bible is full of instruction for working.  We have guidance on who should work (all who are able), how hard (with all one’s might), why (to please the Lord).  There are even scriptures dealing with the workweek, business partnerships, retirement, and our professional calling (for both men and women).
There are times, though, when we may be unable to work, for physical or external reasons.  Sometimes, it may even be financially impractical to work (outside the home).  For example, Crown Financial compared a two-income household where the second spouse made $9/hr or $25/hr.  At $9/hr, the take home pay was $54/wk.  At $25/hr, the take home pay was $390/wk.  So, ultimately, we have to consider the stewardship of our time and efforts as well.  If we cannot work outside the home, are we still working for the Lord?  Because that is what the Lord requires of us – to work building His Kingdom.

As employees, what does God’s word say about how we should act?  The story of Daniel and the Lion’s Den is a great example.

1. God calls us to be Honest and Faithful. 

But the other two leaders … looked for a reason to bring charges against Daniel.  …  But they weren’t able to.  They couldn’t find any fault with his work.  He could always be trusted … And he always did what he was supposed to do.
Daniel 6:4

2. God calls us to be Filled with Prayer.

When Daniel knew that the document was signed … he continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had been doing previously.
Daniel 6:10 

3. God calls us to be Loyal and to Honor Employers.

Daniel spoke to the king, ‘O king, live forever!’”
Daniel 6:21

Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.”



1 Peter 2:18

4. God calls us to Honor fellow employees.

Do not slander a servant to his master, or he will curse you.

Proverbs 30:10

5. God calls us to Verbalize our Faith.

The king spoke and said to Daniel, ‘Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you constantly serve, been able to deliver you from the lions?’


Daniel 6:20


Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men. . . . It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.   Colossians 3:23-24








Additional Scripture Passages:


Gen. 3:17-19, 11:6-7, 35:30-35, 36:1-2, 39:2-5; Exod. 20:9, 34:21, 36:1; Eph. 2:10, 2 Thes. 3:7-12; Psalm 75:6-7, 6:5-9; Col. 3:22-25, 4:1; Mal. 3:5; Deut. 24:14-15; Prov. 6:6-11, 12:27, 18:9, 31:10-28, Titus 2:4-5; 2 Cor. 5:9, 6:14-18; Matt. 20:26; Dan. 6; Num. 6:24-26; Rom. 2:6,8; James 3:14-16, Jer. 45:5; Ruth 3:18; Phil. 4:13








